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THEME INTERPRETATION

“These words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you
rise up.”
Deuteronomy 6:6-7
At our 2015 Annual Meeting we adopted a five-year strategic plan we
called 2020 Vision: Seeing the Future of the Heartland. In that vision we
included annual themes that are designed to be both concurrent and
sequential.
By concurrent we meant that although the activities of a specific theme
would be emphasized in a given year the other activities would not cease
to occur. By sequential we meant that a natural progression should exist as
someone accepts Christ, begins to share Christ with others, is discipled
even as they disciple others, is involved in a healthy small group that is
designed to multiply, is able to pass their faith on to the next generation
and the next generation and the next generation, and is involved in a
church that is intentionally planting new churches where they are needed.
This year’s theme speaks to the challenge of passing along a healthy, Godhonoring, and life-transforming DNA to the next generation of believers.
Our cover picture is of a grove of aspen trees. You might be aware that a
typical grove consists of a single living organism with the same DNA
because aspens propagate through an expanding root system. A single
grove of aspen in Utah is said to be the largest living organism on earth. If
we were honest with ourselves we would quickly admit that our culture has
experienced significant spiritual decay in the last few decades. That means
that churches in America are not passing along a healthy DNA.
We are repeating the spiritual cycle that is most clearly described in the
book of Judges.
So the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days
of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of
the Lord which He had done for Israel…When all that generation had
been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them
who did not know the Lord nor the work which He had done for Israel.

and they bowed down to them; and they provoked the Lord to
anger... And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel. So He
delivered them into the hands of plunderers who despoiled them;
and He sold them into the hands of their enemies all around, so that
they could no longer stand before their enemies…And they were
greatly distressed…
And when the Lord raised up judges for them, the Lord was with the
judge and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the
days of the judge; for the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning
because of those who oppressed them and harassed them. And it
came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they reverted and
behaved more corruptly than their fathers, by following other gods,
to serve them and bow down to them…” Judges 2:7-19
Cultures have a spiritual cycle, and ours is on the downward side. So
the question becomes, “Is there a way we can avoid, delay, or initiate a
new cycle?” Or in other words, “How can we do a better job of passing
along healthy God honoring DNA without the mutations that, over time,
will cause spiritual disease and death. One answer is for churches to
become principles based rather than program based, personality based,
or professional performance based in all that we do. We need to focus on
the why and the purpose with an awareness that generational changes
WILL require different applications of Biblical principles that transcend
time and culture.
So critical questions become: What needs to happen in our lives and in
the life of our churches for us to be able to properly identify the DNA
(principles) of healthy, God-honoring, life-transformational disciple
making churches? What needs to change if we are to avoid repeating the
cycle of spiritual decline?

Pray, ponder, and probe how we can work together to more effectively
Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served
keep the true spiritual vine (John 15) branching so that we can more
the Baals; and they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, who had
effectively reach future generations with a gospel that will produce truly
brought them out of the land of Egypt; and they followed other gods
transformed lives.
from among the gods of the people who were all around them, and
they bowed down to them; and they provoked the Lord to anger... And
Annual themes – 2016 is Each One Reach One, 2017 will be Each One Teach One, 2018 will be Each One
the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel. So He delivered them
Start One,
into the hands of plunderers who despoiled them; and He sold them
2019
will
be
Each
One
Branch
One,
and 2020 will be Each One Plant One.
into the hands of their enemies all around, so that they could no longer
stand before their enemies…And they were greatly distressed…
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61st Annual Meeting
Tuesday
October 29, 2019



6:00 pm - Dinner
7:00 pm - Meeting



Emmaus Bible Church
4501 S 23rd St, Omaha

 6:00-6:45

Dinner



Welcome to 61st Annual Meeting and Opening Prayer

Pastor Luke Gorsett, Emmaus

Call to Worship

Emmaus Praise Team

Opening Business Session
Call to Order by Moderator
Seating of Messengers and Receipt of New Churches

Pastor Ralph Lassiter, Mt. Moriah
Grant Geiger- Clerk, LifeSpring

7:00-7:20

o
o
o
o
o

Heartland Community Baptist Church, Sioux City
Northern Heights Baptist Church, Norfolk
Calvary Baptist Church, Madison
All Nations Church, Macy
Primera Iglesia, South Sioux City

Approval of Minutes
Approval of Financial Report

 7:20-7:45



7:45-8:00

8:00-8:30

Grant Geiger- Clerk, LifeSpring
Carl Bartenhagen- Treasurer, Redeemer

Worship Time

Emmaus Praise Team

Presentation of Spurgeon College Certificates

Mark Elliot, DoM

Each One Branch One Theme
Theme Interpretation

Pastor Luke Gorsett, Emmaus

Business Session
Introduction of Convention Representatives
2020 Budget Proposal
Nominations Report
Receive Ministry Reports

Mark Elliott, DoM
Mark Elliott, DoM
Denise Eucker, Grace Fellowship
Denise Eucker, Grace Fellowship

Worship Time

Emmaus Praise Team

Each One Branch One Theme
Testimony
Testimony

Pastor Gene Stockton, Heartland Comm
Pastor Virgil Walker, Westside

Celebration of Ministry: Darrell & Kathy Cumpton

Mark Elliott, DoM

Closing Business Session

Pastor Ralph Lassiter, Mt. Moriah

Closing Prayer

Pastor Steve Hicks, LifeSpring



8:30-9:00





9:00

Reception
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Mark Elliott – Since 2001
Mark is in his twenty-seventh year of serving as an Associational Missions Strategist. He
served in western Iowa for almost eight years, and is in his nineteenth year with HCN. He
has a passion to see pastors and church leaders grow in their abilities to lead their churches.
He continues to have a heart and desire to see new churches planted and God continues to
use his strategic thinking skills in this area. Mark also has a wealth of experience in helping
churches clarify who God has created them to be, and what they can do best to reach their
community. He has had ample opportunities to help churches in times of conflict, and has
seen God do exciting things to restore a spirit of harmony, returning churches to a time of
fruitfulness. He also helps churches in transition by working with search committees. Mark
and Phyllis who were married in November of 2018 have four children and three
grandchildren. They will enjoy their combined 87th anniversary in just a few days.

Darrell Cumpton – Since 2014
Darrell wears two hats for HCN. He is a part-time staff member serving as Properties
Manager for all FIVE properties that HCN owns. He coordinates maintenance and repairs
in cooperation with the churches that use each facility. He and his wife Kathy also serve as
volunteer Disaster Relief Directors for the association. At home, Darrell is a very proud Papa
to Iliana, Hudson, and new baby Eli. He has a passion for all things “airplane” and has a
private pilot’s license. In his spare time you can find him watching old Sci-Fi movies and
enjoying a cold Pepsi. Darrell is also a bi-vocational pastor and a retired Air Force crew chief.

Haley Lester – Since 2018
Haley is the Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper at the HCN office. She is a pastor’s wife
and mother of four boys. Her husband Shane is the pastor at LifeSpring Church-Midtown
Campus. They have been married for 13 years, and have served together in ministry from the
beginning. She comes with a lifetime of Southern Baptist roots, and although she is a Kansas
native, she has quickly fallen in love with both the people and area of Omaha. Being an RN
by trade, and having spent the last few years at home wrangling her very active boys, Haley
is excited to see what God has planned as she comes alongside the churches and staff of
HCN.

Amy Smolen – Since 2019
Amy is the secretary at HCN. As a wife and mother, she is passionate about God's design
for the family in the local Church. She and her family are members of Sojourn Church in
Council Bluffs where she has served in children's ministry. She has a background in
business administration through both corporate business and small start-ups. Amy is
excited to be a part of HCN, and to see God working through the local Church for the
spread of the Gospel.

“….always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
labor in the Lord is not in vain.”
-1 Corinthians 15:58b

2020 Vision: Seeing the Future of the Heartland
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Church Planting Catalysts
Ryan Johnston - Omaha

330.575.1731
rjohnston@namb.net

Ryan Johnston is the new church planting
catalyst in Eastern Nebraska. Ryan and his
wife Debby joined us at the end of May
along with their four daughters and new
baby boy!
He and his wife both graduated from
Wayne State College, and he holds a
doctorate in expository preaching. Over the
past 17 years Ryan has served as a church
planter, college pastor, missions pastor,
executive pastor, and most recently as lead
pastor.
He and his family are committed to being
at the frontlines as practitioners of the
movement of the gospel in Eastern
Nebraska and are excited to be moving
back to where it all started for them.

Dallas is married to Zhou Juan (周娟) and
is the proud father of three beautiful
daughters Hannah, Sarah and Faith and
lives in Lincoln, Nebraska. He has an MDiv
from Mid-America Baptist Theological
Seminary and has a BA degree from
Colorado Christian University. He has
been involved in church-planting and
revitalization of churches in Colorado,
Michigan and Nebraska. He also has served
as moderator in two different associations
and several other roles and position. He
loves personal evangelism, missions and
pastors. He relaxes with a fly rod in hand.

Dallas Powell - Lincoln

402.217.9260
dpowell@namb.net
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The Apostle John closes his gospel account with the words, “And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by
one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.” (John 21:25) Now John was speaking of the three and a
half year earthy ministry of Jesus of Nazareth—the God-man. As I began to reflect on the soon to be completed five and a half years that Darrell
and Kathy Cumpton have served as Heartland Church Network’s Disaster Relief Directors, and their fifteen plus years of involvement in DR work, I
was quickly overwhelmed by all that has happened. Compelled by their love for God and for their fellow man, Darrell and Kathy have led HCN’s
Disaster Relief Ministry with tireless energy and deep compassion. In the name of our Lord, they have equipped, encouraged, and deployed
hundreds of volunteers from HCN churches. And just like Jesus “volunteered” for His task, so have
Darrell and Kathy volunteered for theirs.

Under Darrell and Kathy’s leadership HCN’s Disaster Relief capabilities were expanded through
the acquisition of the following resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Four portable generators
Caterpillar 226 skid steer with bucket, grapple, snow plow, and pallet attachments
International 4700 diesel truck
Send Relief trailer that will be used as a construction/rebuild unit
Completed rebuilding and repurposing a trailer to be used to haul the skid steer
Swapped the Block Party and Mud Out trailers and completed the install of a shower on the
Mud Out trailer.
Nearing completion on the rebuild and redesign of our original shower trailer with a HUGE assist from Potosi Baptist Church in Missouri
Two 8’ x 20’ shipping containers and a 40’ semi trailer for storage

We began doing a spring “Show and Shine” event for the purpose of promoting disaster relief and training volunteers. Those events were hosted by
LifeSpring in Bellevue, New Covenant in Lincoln, and Beacon of Hope in Grand Island. Unfortunately the 2019 event scheduled for Southview in
Lincoln was cancelled as historic flooding hit our area. We hope to have future events in Norfolk and Sioux City as well.
Although resources and training are required, the heart and soul of Disaster Relief is caring for families in crisis. And under Darrell and Kathy’s
leadership that has happened in spades!
•
•
•
•
•

2015: Mud Out Unit and volunteers served in Dewitt and Lincoln, NE; Colorado Springs, CO; and Creston, Pleasantville, and Knoxville, IA.
Laundry Unit and volunteers served in Lusk, WY.
2016: Mud Out Unit and volunteers served in the St. Louis, MO area; Eudora, AR; Houston, TX; DeWitt, NE; and the Baton Rouge, LA
area. Chainsaw Unit and volunteers went to Girard, KS and Climbing Hills and Salix, IA. Shower Trailer and various volunteers served in
Riverton, WY. Kitchen and water purification volunteers served in Detroit, MI.
2017: Chainsaw Unit and/or volunteers deployed to Woodward, OK; Bellevue, NE; and Rockport, TX. Sent kitchen team volunteers to
Houston and Beaumont, TX. Shower and Laundry Units and volunteers served in Houston and Austin, TX
2018: Construction volunteers served a church in Arkansas Pass, TX. Kitchen, Assessment, and Mud Out volunteers served in central
Iowa. Kitchen volunteers served in Brush, CO. Assessment and Mud Out volunteers served in Pratt and Manhattan, KS.
2019: Deployments listed in the DR Annual Report.

In addition to using our equipment during disaster responses, it is available to assist HCN churches with ministry needs at their church and in their
community. The following are areas where Darrell and Kathy and HCN resources have assisted churches:
•
•
•
•
•

2015: Assisted a licensed arborist, Craig Sandvick who is a member of Heartland Church in Sioux City, with the removal of huge trees to
make room for a parking lot at New Beginnings Church in Omaha. Shower Trailers were deployed to assist mission teams at Bethel in
Lincoln, Beacon of Hope in Grand Island, and Chandler Acres in Bellevue.
2016: Shower trailer supported mission teams in Grand Island and the annual RAGBRAI event in Iowa. The chain saw unit and skid steer
assisted volunteers who served at the Terrace Drive Property in Omaha.
2017: Shower trailers supported mission teams in Grand Island, NE and Olathe, KS.
2018: Shower trailers supported mission teams in Friend, Grand Island, and Omaha, NE.
2019: Activities listed in the DR Annual Report.
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Hundreds of volunteers have been equipped and resourced. Hundreds of families have been impacted. The closing lines of the 1958-1963 TV
series the Naked City were, “There are eight million stories in the naked city. This has been one of them.” Let me close this note of thanks by saying,
“There are hundreds of stories in Disaster Relief Ministry. These are two of them.”
Darrell Cumpton’s: “I love Disaster Relief for a lot of reasons. One big one is that it is a calling. There is something about being with brothers and
sisters in Christ. Some you have just meet, others you have known and have been deployed with before. We are all coming together in one accord,
in the same spirit and with the same purpose: TO GLORIFY CHRIST! We literally become the LORD’S Army, answering His call, and showing His
love to those who desperately need it. I have meet so many amazing people. They have talents I do not possess. Some are evangelists, some
preachers, some teachers, some workers, some listeners, and many I just call a friend.
One special memory comes from an early deployment I did as a member on a mudout team serving in Des Moines, IA. We were working on an
older lady’s home in an economically depressed area. She had prayed to accept Christ the day before we arrived when a team of assessors were
evaluating her house. Being younger, a man, and from a completely different socio-economic background, I normally would have exchanged simple
greetings with her. For reasons God only knows, she picked me out of the 6 or so team members to strike up a conversation. So we sat and talked
as her life possessions were being carried out of her house one bucket at a time. She told me how she was saved just the day before. Her spirit was
one of genuine thankfulness and meekness. She was horrified when the team began to find things that her family members had hid in her home. We
spoke of human nature and about God’s forgiveness. We were brother and sister having the same Father. I felt guilty not helping the rest of the
team, but someone motioned to me to stay put. I realized that my time with her was more important than helping team members clean her home. I
have not seen her again, but some day we will meet again in our Father’s house.
A few months ago, I stood in front of a church building in Glenwood Iowa and saw two church buildings splitting at the seams with Southern Baptist
DR Volunteers. We had volunteers from seventeen states come to help us in eastern Nebraska and western Iowa. People were like ants swarming
around. Trailers, trucks, and vans filled the parking lot. We truly became the Lord’s army.
Also during our flood response this year, I had the joy of watching my wife Kathy lead kitchen crews both in Glenwood and at The Kroc Center in
Omaha. One vivid memory is observing her as she was completing a 14-hour day. She had her back to me as she was teaching several ladies how
to run a commercial kitchen. At the same time she was working on food prep. She wasn’t grumbling or cranky as she wrapped up a long day. Just
the opposite! She was bubbly and cheery as she instructed them on the proper techniques while also answering their various questions. I just stood
there and smiled. Isaiah 40:31 came to mind. “But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
I have worked with many amazing people, and if I would start naming them, I would run out of room and would undoubtedly forget someone. But let
me say that God will not forget them, He knows what they have done, and will reward them accordingly. I thank God for letting me be used “for such
a time as this.” –Darrell Cumpton
Kathy Cumpton’s: “Looking back at the years I have been involved with Disaster Relief it is hard to choose a single moment that stands out. Each
deployment had God in it whether it was with people I met, travel, timing, or God working on me. I guess I still go back to my first trip: hurricane
Katrina-2005. It is the most memorable. It is the reason for all the future deployments.
Hurricane Katrina hit the coast in August of 2005. Our daughter Krissy was just starting her senior year of high school. Her dream was to be a
missionary. Darrell and I felt disaster relief was a good and cheaper way to test her convictions to ministry before she headed to college. Krissy and I
took the kitchen training. Our trip left Oct 21st (just 5 days after Krissy turned 18). We were gone 10 days. During that time we slept in tents in a
football stadium with guards posted because of looters; brushed our teeth using bottled water because the water there was contaminated; hand
washed our clothes in a bucket and dried them on a rope between 2 trees; and learned how to cook and feed people in mass quantities. Krissy
helped with outlining the Roman’s Road in Spanish Bibles. We were up by 5 a.m. and in bed by 9 p.m. I saw my first water buffalo. I learned what
grey water is. I saw the Gulf of Mexico for the first time. The most amazing thing I saw was the devastation left behind (pictures are nice but they do
not show the full spectrum of the damage).
Krissy went on to college. She traveled to Peru, Oman, and spent 6 months living in a mud hut in West Africa sharing the Good news. She
graduated with an Intercultural Studies degree. I came home changed. I came home with a passion for helping others who find themselves caught in
a disaster situation.” –Kathy Cumpton
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Minutes of the 60th Annual Meeting, at Southview Baptist Church
7 PM Welcome and Opening Prayer by Pastor Aaron Householder, Southview Baptist Church. Call to Worship by
Southview Praise Team
Call to order and open the Business Session by Moderator John Gibbs
Listing of attendees at this meeting are held in the HCN office.
Seating of Messengers, On behalf of the Administrative Work Group (AWG), I move that all registered messengers be
seated for the 2018 Annual meeting of Heartland Church Network, by Grant Geiger, Second by John Mark Hansen.
Voice vote carried motion.
On behalf of the AWG, I move that First Baptist Church of Columbus and Vision Community Church of Lincoln be
approved as cooperating churches of the Heartland Church Network. Voice vote carried the motion. Mark Elliott, DoM
presented certificates to the representatives of the newly received churches.
Approval of the Minutes of the last meetings as listed on pages 9-18 of the Book of Reports. Motion to approve the
minutes by Steve Hicks. Voice vote carried motion.
Approval of the Financial Report. The report is presented by Carl Bartenhagen as representative of the AWG. Report
listed on pages 19-25 of the Book of Reports. The AWG has voted to accept this report for the year. Motion to accept
Pastor Aaron Householder. Voice vote carried the motion.
Worship Time by Southview Praise Team
Each One Reach One Testimonies. Mark Elliott, DoM commented on the Theme Interpretation on page 3 of the Book
of Reports. Mark shared about prayer, prayer walks and private prayer.
Testimony by Dallas Powell, NAMB CPC, Shared concerning outreach in the Lincoln University area.
Business Session
2019 Budget Proposal Mark Elliott gave an overview of the proposed budget for 2019. Mark reviewed some of the long
range funding goals such as, to construct a building to house Disaster Relief trailers. He reviewed some of the changes
from 2018. The proposed budget listed on pages 24-25 was recommended by the AWG. Motion by AWG to accept the
2019 budget, voice vote motion carried.
Nominations Report. Larry Zimmerman on behalf of the AWG turn to page 26 listing the nominations we are asking
you to approve. Motion from the AWG voice vote, motion carried.
Ministry Reports. Larry Zimmerman, see pages 34-43 which list the ministry reports. Motion to approve the reports on
pages 34-43. Second by Carl Bartenhagen. Voice vote motion carried.
Worship Time by Southview Praise Team
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Each One Start One Testimonies.
Pastor Angel Morales, Camino a la Cruz. (Way to the Cross).
Pastor Dong Hyun Cho, Lincoln Vision. Grateful to reach people about Christ.
State Mission Offering Promotion Testimony, Pastor Steve Holdaway, Lifespring. Shared about the activities.
Encourage starting new collegiate church planting. Shared about the offerings.
Each One Start One Testimony. Pastor Ricky Rohrig, Crossroads Community. Shared about planting a small
church. Discussed importance of prayer.
Passing the Gavel. Pastor John Gibbs, Westside passed the gavel to Pastor Ralph Lassiter, Mt. Moriah.
Closing of the 60th Annual Meeting by Pastor Ralph Lassiter, Mt. Moriah.
Closing prayer by Pastor Ralph Lassiter.

Submitted by
Grant Geiger
Clerk
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Administrative Work Group Minutes
February 28, 2019
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Administrative Work Group Minutes – continued
February 28, 2019
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 Administrative
May 21, 2019
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Work Group – continued
 Administrative
May 21, 2019
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Administrative Work Group Minutes
August 19, 2019
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Administrative Work Group Minutes – continued
August 19, 2019
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Administrative Work Group Minutes – continued
August 19, 2019
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Administrative Work Group Minutes – continued
August 19, 2019
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Administrative Work Group Minutes
September 9, 2019
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Administrative Work Group Minutes – continued
September 9, 2019
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 Financial Summary – September 2019
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om
e
pense Reports – September 2015
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 Non-Designated Church Income – September 2019
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Heartland Church Network
Non-Designated Income from Churches

As of September 30th, 2019

pense Reports – September 2015
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Designated Church Income – September 2019
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Heartland Church Network
Designated Accounts as of September 30, 2019

pense Reports – September 2015
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Heartland Church Network
Budget Expenses and Receipts, September 30, 2019
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 Budget Expenses and Receipts - September 2019 CONTINUED
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Heartland Church Network
Budget Expenses and Receipts, September 30, 2019
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Heartland Church Network 2019 Budget Worksheet
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Heartland Church Network 2019 Budget Worksheet
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2019-2020 Executive Board Members

2019-2020 Officers
Moderator
Nominations
Ralph Lassiter, Mt. Moriah

OMAHA/COUNCIL BLUFF CHURCHES

Moderator Elect
Steve Hicks, LifeSpring
Clerk
Grant Geiger, LifeSpring
Treasurer
Carl Bartenhagen, Redeemer

2019-2020
Administrative Work
2019-2020
Group
Carl Bartenhagen, Redeemer
Lee Dunn, Westside
Steve Hicks, LifeSpring

2019-2021
John Mark Hansen, LifeSpring -Midtown
Ed Dupree, First Baptist Bellevue
2019-2022
Harold Eucker, Grace Fellowship

2019-2020 Work Groups
Connect Work Group
Aaron Householder, Facilitator
Roger Criser
Nikki Riley
Walter Jones
Dennis Applegarth
Start Work Group
Steve Holdaway, Facilitator
Dallas Powell
Ryan Johnston
David Martinez
Support Work Group
Sherry Lust, Facilitator
Doug Hall
Shane Lester
Tony Gulbrandsen

Abhisek Nepali Church – Pastor Dal Tamang Bomjan
Camino a La Cruz – Pastor Angel Morales
Christ Foundation Fellowship – Pastor William Fanowiel, Lawrence Lazaris
Christian Community Church – Alexis Ramsey
Cornerstone – Pastor Jim Hayes, Tom Whiteman
Council Bluffs Community – Pastor Frankie Aquino
Eden – Pastor Gregory Williams
Emmaus Bible – Pastor Luke Gorsett
Enoch Missionary – Pastor W.H. Johnson, John Young
Faithful Hearts Ministry – Pastor Jason Hutchinson
First Evangelical – Omun Muneit, Simon Ward
God’s Missionary – Pastor Kojo Allen, Nora Patterson
Grace Fellowship – Tim Neal
Harrison Street – Pastor Doug Hall
International Church Christ Built – Pastor Vernon McMorris
LifeSpring Midtown – Pastor Shane Lester
Mt. Moriah Missionary – Pastor Ralph Lassiter, Eddie Anderson
New Beginning Community – Pastor Walter Jones, Renee Jones
Northside Community – Pastor Ramel Williams
Omaha 11:28 – Arturo Mejia
People’s Mission Missionary – Sister Anderson, Sister Perry
Primera Iglesia Bautista – Pastor Mateo Bocanegra
Prince of Peace – Anny Brooks, John Tompkins
Redeemer - Pastor Brian Weygandt, Carl Bartenhagen
Resonate – Pastor Todd Hamilton
Runner Church – Jimmy Brown
Second – Anthony Williams
Shiloh – Pastor Doyle Bryant
Sojourn – Pastor Jim Parker
St. Matthew Missionary – Sherman Walker, Cynthia Pommell
The Lodge – Pastor George Doyle
Tripointe – Pastor Chris Evenson
Westside (Dodge Road) – Pastor Byron Cutrer, Brandt Karstens
Westside (West Campus) – Pastor Brian Haston, John Gilbert
Westside (Fremont) – Bob Stiver
Woodbridge – Pastor Vernon McMorris

LINCOLN CHURCHES
Bethel – Pastor R.D. Fowler, Nikki Riley
Cosecha Church – Pastor Angel Viveros
Community Harvest – Pastor Mark Jones
Karen Christian Revival – Pastor Hsar Doh
Lincoln Vision Community – Dong Hyun Cho
Lincoln Zomi – Pastor Go Tuang
New Covenant Community – Pastor Brett Yohn, Pastor Craig Zachariasen
New Life International – Pastor Dallas Powell, Max Xiong
Open Arms – Pastor Bob Vance, James Richards
Southview – Pastor Aaron Householder, Larry Zimmerman
Tri-Community Fellowship – Pastor Thom Wright, Peggy Pope
University Church - Pastor Logan Merrick, Ralph Garcia

SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES CHURCHES

Angel Morales
Luke Gorsett
Gene Stockton

Jason Hutchinson
Matt Rappley

2020 Vision: Seeing the Future of the Heartland

Auburn Baptist – Don Clark
Beacon of Hope – Pastor Bill Rowland, Floyd Treffer
Calvary Baptist, Glenwood, IA – Pastor Matt Rappley, John Faulkner
Crossroads Community – Pastor Ricky Rohrig, Jim Tierney
Faith – Pastor Dave Sohl, Darrell Cumpton
Faith Family – Pastor John Hart
First Baptist Church, Carter Lake, IA – Pastor Larry Hayes
First Baptist Church, Springfield - Lee Smith, Cecil Smith
First Baptist Church, Columbus – Dan Odom
Heartland – Pastor Rick Bradley
Homestead – Pastor Aaron Benson, Dennis Applegarth
House on the Rock – Serhii Chudiuk
Living Water – Pastor Allen Wooters, Susan Wooters

BELLEVUE CHURCHES
Chandler Acres – Pastor Dan Wills Jr., Pastor Bryan Watson
Congolese Church – Marcel Kalanga
First Baptist – Al Fransen, Jim Smith
LifeSpring – Pastor Steve Holdaway, Pastor Steve Hicks
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Connect Work Group: Aaron Householder, Roger Criser, Nikki Riley, Walter Jones, Dennis Applegarth

2019 Connect Report
Aaron Householder
We need one another. We belong together. God created us for community. He desires
us to be connected.
Imagine a group of people serving in the same ministry as you—pastors
with pastors, worship leaders with worship leaders, children’s directors with children’s
directors—who meet together regularly. In those meetings—monthly or
quarterly or whatever works for you—you learn together sharing ideas and discussing
resources, you grow together as you pray for and encourage one another, and you
enjoy knowing there is someone else nearby who knows you and your ministry. That’s
a Connect Group. And that’s a joy.
If you’d like to know more about joining or starting a Connect Group, then talk with
any member of HCN’s Connect Work Group of Nikki Riley, Dennis Applegarth, Roger
Criser, Walter Jones, and Aaron Householder. We have a vision of ministry leaders
connected to other similar ministry leaders and churches connected with sister
churches.
In addition to Connect Groups and thanks to Haley and Mark in the HCN office, we
have planned two major events to help connect ministry leaders in our association.
Our Christmas Fellowship in January saw over 70 ministry leaders from churches
across our association come together for fellowship, food, and fun. Be sure to join us
10:30am, January 11, 2020 at the Millard Social Hall for our next event.
Our Annual Minister/Spouse retreat this spring had 56 participants. We enjoyed a
respite from the normal day-to-day at the wonderful Lied Lodge in Nebraska City. Lots
of laughter, good food, and a sweet time was had by all. Mark your calendars for
Friday & Saturday, April 17-18, 2020 to join us.
We are better together, Sisters and Brothers. Let us continue to love, support and
encourage one another.
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Start Work Group: Steve Holdaway, Dallas Powell, Ryan Johnston, Luke Gorsett, Angel Morales, George Pearson,
Jesus Leal
ANNUAL MEETING REPORT: Start Work Group
The Start Work Group’s strategic theme is: The HCN starts churches that make maturing, reproducing,
obedient disciples of Jesus Christ.
We have 4 strategic goals:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Start churches as we pray for new church plants and for church planters.
Start churches as we promote church planting.
Start churches as we prepare church planters.
Start churches as we provide resources for church planting and church planters.

The Start group met regularly this past year to receive updates on new plants and church planters, strategize
how to best carry out our strategic goals, and pray for our planters and Church Planting Catalysts.
Two NAMB Church Planting Catalysts lead the strategy for planting churches in the HCN region: Dallas
Powell and new CPC, Ryan Johnston. Ryan and his wife, Deb, and children arrived on the field in late spring
this year. Ryan and Dallas complement each other well in their joint task of start churches that start churches
across Nebraska.
Currently 8 HCN church planters receive support from a combination of the HCN, KNCSB, and/or NAMB.
These are located from Red Oak, Iowa to Beatrice and Lincoln.
Some developing church planting situations include works in Tarrytown, Hastings, Omaha, Lincoln, and
Southeast Nebraska.
The strategy for church planting in Nebraska is:
•
•
•

Multiply churches in every community.
Discover, develop, and deploy church planters.
Pray Luke 10:2, that God would raise up workers for the harvest field.

Church planting is tough work. Yet, God is raising up church planters to attack ripe fields. Pray for our Church
Planting Catalysts, Dallas and Ryan, as they discover, develop, and deploy planters across the state!

Steve Holdaway
Facilitator, Start Group

Steve Holdaway
Facilitator, Start Group
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Support Work Group: Sherry Lust, Jason Hutchinson, Doug Hall, Shane Lester, Ron Elliott

Support Work Group:
Strategic Goals are to support churches with leadership training, providing relevant resources, technology
assistance, and cooperative projects.

•

Leadership training was made available through the on-going Heartland Center for Continuing
Education classes in partnership with Midwestern Baptist Seminary, Biblical Counseling
Certification Course at Westside Church in partnership with Southwestern Baptist Seminary, and
“Fresh Perspective” the HCN Pivot Conference August 17th with Andy Addis as our keynote speaker.

•

Relevant resources were made available in the Block Party Trailer with the replacement of two
bounce houses and ongoing improvements to the trailer, a Ministry Safe event hosted September 19th
and 2019 DVD from Global Leadership Summit available for checkout.

•

Cooperative projects included Disaster Relief, especially with the Nebraska flooding and the HCN
children’s camp July 22-26, that moved to a new location this year.

I am thankful for the opportunity to serve with this team and support the work of Heartland Church Network.

Sherry Lust
Facilitator, Support Work Group
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ARTICLE I: NAME
The name of this corporate body is Heartland Church Network (a not-for-profit, religious corporation formerly known as Eastern Nebraska Baptist
Association). References herein to “HCN” will be to this corporate body.

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE
The purpose of the HCN is to extend the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ by connecting, supporting, and starting churches passionate about
changing the world.
Sec. 1
Connecting churches for the purpose of cooperation and collaboration to make disciples of all people and to transform their
communities and cultures.
Sec. 2
Supporting churches as they make maturing, reproducing, obedient disciples of Jesus Christ.
Sec. 3
Starting churches and assist in the starting of churches that make maturing, reproducing, obedient disciples of Jesus Christ.

ARTICLE III: SUBSIDIARY BOARDS
The HCN may establish from time to time such subsidiary boards as it deems appropriate. Directors of such subsidiary boards are elected by HCN
and are dismissed by HCN. The Director of Missions (DoM) shall serve such subsidiary boards as secretary-treasurer.

ARTICLE IV: MEETINGS
Sec. 1

The HCN will meet annually in the fall. This will be the Annual Meeting of the corporation and serves as final authority of the
HCN.

Sec. 2

The Administrative Work Group may call a meeting of the HCN at any time. All Churches in the HCN must be notified at least
one week in advance.

Sec. 3

At the Annual Meeting and all called meetings of the HCN each church is entitled to three (3) messengers for the first 50
resident members, and one (1) messenger for each additional 50 resident members. No church will have more than twelve (12)
messengers. Additionally, each church-type mission is entitled to one (1) messenger in addition to any messengers authorized
for the sponsoring church.

Sec. 4

Quorum - Those messengers present for these meetings constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE V: MEMBERSHIP
Sec. 1

This HCN is composed of such churches that subscribe to these bylaws and the Baptist Faith and Message adopted by the
Southern Baptist Convention.

Sec. 2

Any church desiring membership in the HCN will be at least one year old as a mission or a church, and give soundness of faith
and practice. Application for membership will be made in the form of a petitionary letter and presented to the Administrative
Work Group at least one month prior to the annual meeting of the HCN. The church shall be admitted upon recommendation
of the Administrative Work Group and three-fourths majority vote of the messengers present and voting at the annual meeting

Sec. 3

Every church and the HCN are autonomous bodies. Any church desiring to terminate its membership with the HCN will notify
the HCN in writing and provide the HCN a copy of the minutes of the church’s business meeting in which such action was taken.
The HCN may vote to withdraw fellowship from any church it deems scripturally unsound in faith and practice. This would be
done only after the DoM and Administrative Work Group have met with the church’s leadership and identified specific areas
where faith and practice are not in alignment. Membership would be withdrawn upon recommendation from the Administrative
Work Group and three-fourths vote of the messengers present and voting at the annual meeting.
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Participation is the basis for membership in the HCN. Participation includes but is not limited to the submission of annual church
growth data and attendance of messengers at meetings. Participating churches are encouraged to give a percentage of their general
offering for the support of the HCN and are expected to give a minimum of $300 annually in support of the HCN’s budget.
Mission churches will be considered with their sponsoring church.
If a church ceases to participate in HCN, the DoM and Administrative Work Group are charged with seeking to reactivate such a
church through a dialogue with its leadership. Continuing nonparticipation may be grounds for withdrawal of membership upon
recommendation of the Administrative Work Group and three-fourths vote of the messengers present and voting at the annual
meeting.

Sec. 5

In situations where messengers from a church are contested, the matter will be referred to the Administrative Work Group for
immediate determination or reconciliation of the contested issue.

ARTICLE VI: OFFICERS
Sec. 1

The officers of this HCN will be: Moderator, Moderator-elect, Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, and Director of Missions.
The corporate officers of this Association will be:
Chief Executive Officer: Director of Missions
President: Moderator
Vice-President: Moderator-elect
Secretary: Clerk
Assistant Clerk: Administrative Assistant
Treasurer: Treasurer

Sec. 2

All officers, except the DoM and the Assistant Clerk, will be nominated by the Administrative Work Group and elected by the
HCN or the Executive Board. The Administrative Assistant of the Director of Missions will serve as Assistant Clerk of the HCN.
The Moderator, Moderator-elect, Clerk, and Treasurer will be presented for confirmation during the annual meeting for a oneyear term effective at the close of the Annual Meeting. No person will serve more than two successive terms as Moderator or
Moderator-elect. If the office of Moderator is vacated, the Moderator-elect will immediately become Moderator and the Executive
Board will elect a new Moderator-elect. The Executive Board will elect replacements for all other vacancies of officers.

Sec. 3

The duties of the officers are as follows:
Moderator

Preside at all meetings of the HCN and of the Executive Board; chair the work of the
Administrative Work Group. The Moderator or his designee will serve on all subsidiary boards of
the Network.
Moderator-elect
Act in Moderator’s absence or at his request; and serve on the Administrative Work Group
Clerk
Take minutes; keep official records, and serve on the Administrative Work Group.
Assistant Clerk
Assist Clerk as needed.
Treasurer
Review financial records; in cooperation with the bookkeeper, make financial reports to the
Administrative Work Group, Executive Board, and HCN; serve on Administrative Work Group.
These officers will be responsible for all official and legal transactions of the Network. This may include, but is not limited to
signing legal documents, entering into contracts, and acting for the HCN in lawsuits.
Sec. 4

The DoM, Bookkeeper, Treasurer, and one other individual approved by the Administrative Work Group are authorized to sign
checks. Two signatures are required on each check.

ARTICLE VII: EXECUTIVE BOARD
Sec. 1

Function. The Executive Board will function for the HCN between annual meetings.
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Sec. 2

Composition. The Executive Board is composed of two members from each church and church type mission. The members are
nominated by the participating churches and elected by the HCN. The Moderator, Moderator-elect, and the Treasurer are exofficio members of the Executive Board.

Sec. 3

Process. Executive Board Members are nominated as follows: In July each year the DoM shall contact the churches and invite
them to nominate persons (maximum of 2) who are willing to serve to represent their church. The Administrative Work Group
will present all nominations received to the HCN’s Annual Meeting.

Sec. 4

Meetings. The full Executive Board will have at least one regular meeting annually, as scheduled in the HCN’s calendar, and
approved at the Annual Meeting.

Sec. 5

Rapid Response. The moderator or two (2) of the officers can poll the Executive Board by mail and/or e-communication to
ascertain the will of the group on any action requiring a response prior to a regularly scheduled HCN meeting. The officer
conducting the poll must prepare a written log of the poll. Such action will then be entered into the minutes of the subsequent
Executive Board or Annual Meeting to give permanent record of the decision.

Sec. 6

Quorum. Those Executive Board members present will constitute a quorum at any meetings or poll.

ARTICLE VIII: WORK GROUPS
Sec. 1

There shall be an Administrative Work Group chaired by the Moderator and other Work Groups as authorized by the HCN. Any
active member of a cooperating church is eligible to serve on these work groups as well as other ad hoc teams that may be
established for specific purposes. The Moderator, in consultation with the DoM and the Administrative Work Group, will
recommend, for approval by the HCN, membership of each work group. The responsibilities of the Administrative Work Group
are defined below. The purpose and responsibilities of all other work groups will be outlined in the Policies and Procedures
Manual.

Sec. 2

Work Groups have authority to act on behalf of the HCN within their areas of responsibility as assigned and under budgetary
limitations. Prior to the Annual Meeting and each meeting of the full Executive Board, work groups will provide a written report
of their actions to the Administrative Assistant for presentation at the meeting.

Sec. 3

Meetings. Each work group shall determine their own meeting dates. All meetings of each Work Group shall be open to any
member of a cooperating church, unless there is a need to call an Executive Session to discuss a sensitive issue (such as a personnel
issue). However, decision making authority resides in the hands of Work Group Members only.

Sec. 4

Agenda. Any church desiring to place an item on the agenda of any Work Group meeting shall present that item in writing to the
HCN’s office for consideration at the next meeting of the appropriate work group.

Sec. 5

Administrative Work Group.
The primary function of this work group will be to provide for the ongoing administration
of the HCN. Specifically, the Administrative Work Group will:

1. Serve as the personnel committee for the HCN.
2. Prepare an annual budget for the HCN after consultation with other work groups and present it for approval at the Annual
Meeting. After adoption of the budget, ensure that it is expended appropriately and in good order.

3. As necessary, recommend changes in the Bylaws of the HCN to the Annual Meeting.
4. Be responsible for maintaining the Policy and Procedures Manual which will include, but not be limited to, the following:
a. A detailed description of the function, duties and membership of any work group or standing committees of the
b.

HCN.
Personnel policies including duties and benefits.
As needed, recommend changes in the Policy and Procedures Manual for approval at a regularly scheduled HCN
or Executive Board meeting.

36
2020 Vision: Seeing the Future of the Heartland

Corporate Bylaws
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

2019 Book of Reports

Be responsible for certifying messengers to the Annual Meeting.
Receive petitionary letters and make recommendations to the Annual Meeting about the same.
Deal with any problems related to the relationship of a particular church with HCN.
Work with the DoM to provide strategic planning for the future of HCN.
Nominate the members of the Executive Board, Moderator, Moderator-elect, Treasurer, Clerk, and Work Group Members.
Establish necessary ad hoc teams to accomplish special projects.
Plan the program for the Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE IX: FINANCIAL DUTIES
Sec. 1

The DoM will work with the Bookkeeper to provide a monthly financial statement for all Administrative Work Group members
and a current financial report to any member church upon request. Current financial reports will be provided at HCN meetings as
defined in Article IV and at all called Executive Board Meetings.

Sec. 2

The DoM will work with the Administrative Work Group to maintain a solid financial standing for HCN.

Sec. 3

Designated gifts shall be assigned to the appropriate account and distributed as directed by the Administrative Work Group.

ARTICLE X: AMENDMENTS
Sec. 1

Upon recommendation by the Administrative Work Group, these bylaws may be amended in the Annual Meeting or a special
called meeting of the HCN called by the Administrative Work Group for that purpose. A two-thirds majority vote of the
messengers present and voting will be required. The amendment will become effective immediately.

Sec. 2

The proposed amendment must:

1. Be made available to all churches and Executive Board members at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting.
2. Be sent by letter and/or via e-communications to each Executive Board member, at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting.
3. Be available in print for each messenger present at the Annual Meeting prior to its public reading and vote.
Sec. 3

The HCN will be governed by the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order in all matters of parliamentary procedure.
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The 2019 Annual Review Team consisted of Moderator Elect Steve Hicks, Clerk
Grant Geiger, Treasurer Carl Bartenhagen, and Support Team Facilitator Sherry Lust.
Moderator Ralph Lassiter was not able to participate as he was attending a funeral.
They met with Associational Missionary Strategist Mark Elliott on September 9th at the
HCN office.
Mark explained the process and its origin and passed out copies of the 2018 DoM Report
to help the team gain a perspective of what to expect. He also stated that due to multiple Mark Elliott
issues an official annual review was not completed last year. In lieu of the normal report Director of Missions
of activities related to agreed upon priority issues, Mark shared the following summary of the
activities that became a priority or were specific to his work in 2018-2019. He mentioned that the
year continued to be a time of transition with some unique challenges:
o Phyllis and Mark have been able to experience God’s blessings as they grow in their
understanding of one-another and how God can, and is using them together to minister to HCN
churches, pastors, ministry wives, and church leaders. Phyllis has been a trooper in so many
ways.
o With NAMB’s reassignment of Craig Liscom to serve as Send City Coordinator in Chicago, our
area lost a respected Church Planter Catalyst. The new NAMB CPC, Ryan Johnston, did not arrive
on the scene until June, but he hit the ground running!
o With Potosi Baptist Church’s call of Rick Posey as pastor, HCN lost a very capable Administrative
Assistant in Angie. God blessed us with Haley Lester and she has stepped into the dual role of
Admin Assistant and Bookkeeper. We think we have found a good support team to assist her in
Amy Smolen and Denise Eucker.
o With a vote by the churches of Northeast Baptist Association to dissolve and partner with HCN
and the petitioning of Heartland Church in Sioux City to affiliate with HCN, the scope and
responsibilities of our team has expanded.
o Historic flooding in our area brought SBC Disaster Relief response to a level we have never
experienced. Unfortunately, Darrell and Kathy Cumpton have announced they will be moving
in late winter or early spring to Missouri, so we will be in transition in this critical ministry area
in the coming months.
o With the geographic realities we now face (HCN churches are in a 200 mile east-west by 200
mile north-south region), Mark initiated technology changes that are providing for liveinteractive video links for our work group meetings.
o Mark co-taught the class Doctrine of the Church with Dr. Ralph Lassiter in the spring semester
of our CLD class offerings. This fall the technology we installed for our work groups is being used
in a trial run to make the class available to other sites. It was also used on September 19th for a
multi-site broadcast of the MinistrySafe conference hosted by HCN.

38
2020 Vision: Seeing the Future of the Heartland

AMS/ Director of Missions Report CONTINUED

2019 Book of Reports

After responding to questions and answers to the above issues, the meeting moved to a general question
and answer time. One of the questions related to getting regular pastors’ meetings re-established in Omaha
and Lincoln. Mark shared that the Connect Work Group under the leadership of Aaron Householder had
scheduled four meetings beginning in November and initially scheduled through April with the idea that the
early ones would be evaluated and additional meetings scheduled as needed for the balance of the year.
The conversation then shifted to five potential priority issues for 2019-2020. They are:
o Disaster Relief leadership transition—Darrell and Kathy Cumpton will be moving to Missouri and
passing the baton. They will leave a HUGE hole, and we will definitely miss their expertise. Mark
stated his prayer was that the response that occurred during the 2019 floods has expanded the
interest and experience with Disaster Relief so that we will be able to build a leadership team as we
move into the future.
o Property Maintenance—Darrell has served in a dual role as Disaster Relief Director and property
manager. We will use the transition to evaluate our needs and seek to meet those needs as we move
into the future.
o DoM/AMS vacation/sabbatical—Mark stated that the continually accelerating pace of ministry, the
number of leadership transitions we have experienced in the last few years, and the Disaster Relief
demands of 2019 have taken their toll. He agreed with the review team that he will present a
vacation/sabbatical plan to the Administrative Work Group by the end of the year.
o Strategy Planning—Our current strategic plan takes us through 2020. We will need to discuss
whether we need to do an in-depth process like we did four years ago, or if we just need to do some
tweaking and expanding the time frame of our current structure.
o DoM/AMS Transitions—The reality that Mark will be 70 when we complete the current strategic
planning period will mean that we will need to develop a transition process as part of the next
strategic plan. Mark suggested we begin with a January/February Admin Work Group Meeting to
discuss the type of process we want to use for the last two pieces.
Respectfully submitted by
Mark R. Elliott
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Rick and Sherri Lechner
Omaha Freeway Ministries Directors
ruonhisteam@gmail.com
Rick’s cell: 417.844.3995 ⚫ Sherri’s cell: 417.693.5237
Website: www.freewayomaha.com
Find us on Facebook: Freeway Ministries Omaha

This past year of Freeway Omaha has been filled with God's power, grace and
blessing, and continues to constantly challenge all those involved.
Saturdays have found us reaching 130, which packs Heartland Church Network
with people coming to hear the gospel, fill their bellies, and be blessed with
fellowship and love. As God draws these into a deeper relationship with Him,
we are able to lead them thru 1on1 discipleship with a volunteer. We currently
have 28 participants walking thru this with 9 completing the program. Along
with discipleship, we have been working to grow and deepen our youth
ministry. They have also been able to take a few fun field trips to a trampoline
park as well as to Vala’s pumpkin patch.
Along with continuing our week to week, the past year has been filled with
planning, praying, and beginning steps toward the building of a women’s
discipleship house. People have generously given $70,000 so far, and we hope
to continue to see this number grow in 2020. In July we were able to do the
fireworks stand for the second summer in a row. It was a great success and we
were able to raise $18,000 to add to the funds for the women's house.
As the women’s house has been at the forefront of our minds and hearts, God
was also bringing to fruition a seed that He had planted years ago in Sherri’s
heart. She has felt a burden to reach out to women who are struggling, give
them encouragement and a picture of the Savior…share with them stories of
His faithfulness from those who have found freedom from the burdens of life.
This year saw her do this by sharing her own story in a book “Made for More”.
God is already using this story of redemption to touch lives.
Join us in Prayer
Youth Growth
Women’s House
Guidance in how to acclimate for growing numbers
New Freeways being started in 2020
Freeway Omaha’s Leadership Team

Find the book on Amazon by
searching Sherri Lechner
2020 Vision: Seeing the Future of the Heartland
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Heartland Center for Continuing Education

Heartland Center for Continuing Education
2019 Report to Annual Meeting

Beginning in the fall of 2016, Heartland Church Network began offering two basic tracks for continuing education
under the Heartland Center for Continuing Education banner: a Bible Institute which offers certificate level classes
and the Contextualized Leadership Development (CLD) courses which offers classes that can be transferred as
bachelor’s level accredited classes at Midwestern’s Spurgeon College.
Allison Miller is teaching the certificate classes and they meet at the HCN office every-other Monday in fall and
spring. Here is the current class schedule.

Fall 2019 Classes
Aug 26
Sept 9
Sept 23
Oct 7
Oct 21
Nov 4
Nov 18
Dec 2

Genesis Week 1
Genesis Week 2
Genesis Week 3
Genesis Week 4
Romans Week 1
Romans Week 2
Romans Week 3
Romans Week 4

Spring 2020 Classes
Jan 6
Jan 20
Feb 3
Feb 17
Mar 2
Mar 16
Mar 30
Apr 13

Judges/ Ruth Week 1
Judges/ Ruth Week 2
Judges/ Ruth Week 3
Judges/ Ruth Week 4
Colossians Week 1
Colossians Week 2
Colossians Week 3
Colossians Week 4

The CLD classes this year were as follows:
Spring of 2019
•
•

New Testament Survey I—Jeff Medina
The Doctrine of the Church—Ralph Lassiter and Mark Elliott

Fall of 2019
•

Hermeneutics—Steve Hicks

A significant addition for this fall’s class has been the ability to add an interactive, on-line site. Calvary Baptist
Church in Glenwood had six students who enrolled and we have been working through the technological and
logistical issues. We want to say a big thanks to Steve Hicks for his patience as the instructor and to Mike Gunter
for his technological skills. It has provided a great learning environment for future expansion.
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Our goal is to provide quality, timely, interactive training opportunities in a peer learning environment. If your
church as two or more students interested, then let us know and we will work on the logistics to get it done. Spring
2020 classes will be announced shortly.
Although it doesn’t fall under the HCN umbrella, we want to celebrate and to inform our Spanish language churches
and their members of a new opportunity for continuing education. Spanish Language Pastor David Martinez of
Northern Heights Baptist Church in Norfolk has established the Colegio Bautista LatinoAmericano (Latin American
Baptist College). It is a certificate level curriculum similar to HCN’s Bible Institute. Classes are on Monday nights
at Northern Heights. Pastor David does the majority of the teaching, but has invited several others to assist him in
the disciple making process. If you are interested you can contact David at pastordavid@northernheightsbc.com.
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March 2019 will go down in infamy for many residents of eastern Nebraska and western Iowa. In early March all we were
talking about was our long, hard winter! It had been unusually cold and snowy—even historic amounts of snow. By the
end of March our minds were focused on the word “flood” and we were using the word “mudout” that most of us had
never used nor even heard before. Southern Baptists responded quickly and with great impact. The SBC response in our
area was spearheaded by Darrell and Kathy Cumpton, HCN’s Disaster Relief Coordinators.
HCN equipment and volunteers had previously been deployed across the state of Nebraska in response to fires, hail,
tornadoes, and localized flooding. In addition Heartland’s Disaster Relief (DR) equipment and volunteers have been
deployed to seventeen states and two Caribbean. This time, the task was too great for us to handle alone and Southern
Baptist volunteers and equipment came from seventeen states to help us in the task of recovery! In addition hundreds of
volunteers from HCN churches, many who had never been involved in Disaster Relief, stepped up, were willing to do on
site training, and they were deployed in flood recovery. Mudout is the hardest and nastiest job in the DR world, and we
had hundreds step up to the task!
HCN’s mudout, shower and laundry trailers were the first to deploy. The mudout trailer went to the Sioux City area where
teams from Heartland Community Baptist Church and Southern Hills Baptist Church worked in the small community of
Hornick, Iowa where a tributary of the Little Sioux River flooded most of the town. The water rose quickly and was gone
quickly allowing the volunteers to begin while water in other areas was still rising. Forty homes were served by almost
forty volunteers.
The HCN shower and laundry trailers were out next to support flood recovery along the Niobrara River caused by the
bursting of Spencer Dam. Pastor Matt Gilmore of Northern Heights Baptist Church in Norfolk and Joel Wentworth
Coordinator of the Sandhills Network of Churches worked hand-in-hand to begin the response. Pastor Matt led his church
to get involved and has made multiple trips himself in spite of the fact that his property was directly impacted by the
flood. Teams from Texas were quick to jump in and by the end of their deployment much of the heavy lifting had been
done. Some fifty homes were served and volunteers from Northern Heights continue to make the two hour one way trek
to small communities in Boyd and Knox Counties along the South Dakota line. The HCN shower trailer is still sitting on
Main Street in Bristow as they await the rebuilding of a rural water line which has left many homeowners in the area
without running water.
When the waters began to S L O W L Y recede along the Elkhorn and Platte Rivers, Arkansas Southern Baptists brought up
a unified command trailer that was setup on the west side of the HCN office building. With the help of funds channeled
through the North American Mission Board that came from a Home Depot grant, HCN was able to purchase a set of pallet
forks for our skid-steer and two 20’ storage pods that were set on the HCN office property to store disaster relief supplies
and equipment. The logistics, coordination, communications, and support of large numbers of volunteers is significant!
Where do they sleep? Where do they shower? How do you feed them? How do you make sure they are used effectively—
minimal down-time?
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While we were coordinating the arrival of teams and equipment from other states, local churches leaped into action. First
Baptist Church of Bellevue’s family life center (FLC) became an impromptu shelter for seventy plus Latinos whose trailer
homes were flooded. Because the families drove past the church every day to work and to shop, someone stopped by the
church office and asked if they could stay for a few nights. Word traveled fast and the FLC was quickly filled. The church
installed locking doors and assigned families specific rooms. Between the community and the church meals were provided.
The “night or two” turned into several weeks, but the church continued to care for the families. Angel Morales, a Spanish
language church planter, was called and he began to minister daily to the families. Thank you Pastor Carl Hubbert and FBC
Bellevue for stepping up and stepping out! Through family connections, Pastor Aaron Householder of Southview Baptist in
Lincoln coordinated a weekend trip to Valley to assist flood victims. Westside’s Prayer and Missions Pastor Jeff Medina helped to
coordinate several teams as they responded to church members and their neighbors who were in need.
Then the equipment and volunteers began to roll into our area from other states. Quickly Command Centers were set up in
Fremont and Bellevue, and then later in Glenwood after the waters finally began to recede along the Missouri River. Oklahoma
Southern Baptists set up their command unit, shower trailer, and feeding equipment at LifeSpring Church in Bellevue. Thank you
to Pastor Steve Holdaway, Pastor Steve Hicks, and Sherri Vossen (who became the volunteer liaison between the church and out
of state team members). Stop and think about the impact on the day-to-day and week-to-week activities on a church’s life when
suddenly volunteers from out of state are eating and sleeping in the church building! And again it wasn’t for a night or two—it
was for weeks! A HUGE thanks to Oklahoma SBC volunteers and LifeSpring volunteers who worked beside them to coordinate,
cook, do mudout, and maintain the shower and laundry equipment.
Missouri Southern Baptists led the way when a command center was set up in Fremont. They set up on the parking lot of the
Fremont mall where command, feeding, shower, and laundry units were deployed. Initially volunteers slept in a vacant mall unit
and later they transitioned to bunking and feeding at the First Presbyterian Church building. As the weeks went on and flood
waters moved down-stream into Missouri, they passed the baton the North Carolina volunteers. They did mudout projects in
Fremont, Valley, Waterloo, and the surrounding areas. Also providing an assist with all the work was Westside Fremont led by
their Campus Pastor Mike Wenig and Pastor Cody Gallatin and Alive Bible Church.
The command center in Glenwood, Iowa was the last to be established. The rise and fall of the Missouri River and the opening
and closing of I-29 and Missouri River bridges kept things “interesting!” Even more critical has been the levee breaches that
flooded Pacific Junction, Hamburg, and Percival where many homes had water up to the roofline for weeks. Pray for homeowners
as they work with FEMA and local officials and decide what the future will be for their property. There are still several “open”
projects in the area for mudout and sanitation teams (volunteers who do high-pressure washing and spray home with
disinfectant).
The foregoing is a BRIEF summary of all that has happened in the months since the flooding began. The best numbers we have
indicate that close to 700 Southern Baptist volunteers (one day high of 270) completed over 550 jobs (mudout/sanitation). There
is ongoing work being done by Northern Heights in Boyd and Knox Counties and “open” projects are still available in the Fremont,
Pacific Junction, and Hamburg areas. THEN comes the challenge of rebuilding—so far ALL the efforts have been on flood cleanup.
Continue to pray for Darrell and Kathy Cumpton as they coordinate SBC response. Pray for the families that have been displaced.
And praise God for all the hundreds of volunteers from Nebraska and Iowa as well as the hundreds of volunteers and resources
that came from other states. (Article written in July 2019)
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We had a total of 22 mission teams stay
at HCN while serving at HCN churches
this past summer.
The BLOCK PARTY TRAILER was used 25 times from May-October
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Sara Halmes, Director

We had a lot of changes to our Children's Camp program this
summer. Our new Camp Pastor, Kevin Hess, did a great job
presenting the gospel to our campers in a way that held their
interest and allowed the Holy Spirit to work. Each sermon had a
central point focused on how God created us to be incredible!
Pastor Kevin's creative theme wove a super-hero concept in with
Psalm 139:14, along with various other scripture passages. We had
7 salvation decisions, and 5 came forward to re-dedicate or ask a lot
of questions. The Spirit was definitely working during our week at
camp!
We also moved to a campground much closer to home for a
majority of our attendees. The Camp of the Good Shepherd, outside
of Louisville, Nebraska, is a slightly smaller campground – but it was
well suited for our needs. The campers enjoyed the various game
stations throughout the grounds and there were several Gaga-Ball
and 9-Square-in-the-Air tournaments during the week. The
dormitory style sleeping quarters fostered a spirit of togetherness
between all of the various churches in attendance. Our campers and
staff represented the Heartland Church Network well and we've
been invited back next year for Children's Camp 2020, July 20th –
24th at Camp of the Good Shepherd. Be sure to mark it down in your
calendar!
There were campers and staff from 8 different HCN churches in
attendance. With the new location, we hope to have even more
churches sending campers next year. If your church isn't already
sending campers, and you'd like more information, don't hesitate to
contact me or the HCN office staff. There were 60 campers and 20
team leaders, along with around 15 other various staff filling spots
in the kitchen, recreation, crafts, etc... A special mention of thanks
to my own mom, Marilyn Halmes, who filled in at the last minute to
cook delicious and nutritious meals for all of the campers and staff!
Looking forward to see everyone next year! - Sara Halmes shalmes@yahoo.com
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These themes would be used at the Annual Meetings to support the fundamental building blocks of the relational,
accountable, reproducible disciple making process modeled for us in the Gospels by Jesus and in the book of
Acts by Paul. The strategic grids that follow pertain to three areas of focus: Connecting, Supporting, and Starting.
It is recommended that we establish work groups for each area that will function along with our existing
Administrative Work Group.
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Pray for our Church Planters
Aaron Benson – Beatrice
Jason Hutchinson - Omaha
Vernon McMorris - Omaha
Logan Merrick – Lincoln
Angel Morales – Omaha
Ricky Rohrig – Red Oak Iowa
Angel Viveros – Lincoln
Ramel Williams - Omaha

2020 Calendar
January
11
30
February

HCN Christmas Fellowship at Millard Social Hall
Lincoln Pastors’ Meeting (Pizza Ranch)

6

HCN Pastor’s Wife Appreciation Month
Omaha Pastors’ Meeting

3-10
12
19

Week of Prayer /Annie Armstrong Offering
Lincoln Pastors’ Meeting
Omaha Pastors’ Meeting

March

April
4
11
17-18
23
24-25
30

KNCSB VBS Jumpstart Clinic
HCN Spring Executive Board Meeting
HCN Minister & Spouse Retreat
Lincoln Pastors’ Meeting
HCN Disaster Relief Show & Shine (Tentative)
Omaha Pastors’ Meeting

5

KNCSB Webster Conference Center Sunday

9-10

Southern Baptist Convention – Orlando, FL

May

July
20-24

HCN Children’s Camp

29

HCN PIVOT Conference

August

September

October
12-13
29

KNCSB Annual Meeting
HCN Annual Meeting (Tentative)

November
1-2

KNCSB Abide Conference

December
1-8

Week of Prayer IMB/Lottie Moon Offering

June
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“These words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when
you rise up.”
Deuteronomy 6:6-7
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